ARAKS MELKONYAN
Curriculum Vitae

Address: 47-3 Baghramyan ave. 

Yerevan, 0019, Armenia
Tel.: +374 77230388
 E-mail: araksmelkonyan@gmail.com
EDUCATION

LL.M in International Crime and Justice

University of Turin and UNICRI, Italy, 2014-2015

Thesis: “Extraordinary Renditions as International Crimes”

Moot Court: ICC Model with panel of Mr. W. Schomburg, Mr. N. Hayashi and Mr. A. Perduca.  
LL.M. in International Human Rights Law

University of Essex, United Kingdom, 2013-2014 
Dissertation: “The Right to Mental Health of Prisoners: Challenges of Life behind Bars in Armenia”

Master of Jurisprudence (LL.M. in Public International Law)   

Yerevan State University, Armenia, 2008-2010 

Thesis: “International Criminal Responsibility of Individuals for Crimes against Humanity”
Bachelor’s Degree in Jurisprudence 
Yerevan State University, 2004-2008
Major subjects: Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Lawyer/Legal Expert, “Protection of Rights without Borders” NGO, March 2016-Present
Strategic litigation of human rights issues in national courts and the European Court of Human Rights: review of cases, development of litigation strategy, preparation of applications and other legal documents to the courts and other organs, representation of claimants in domestic courts and the ECHR. Legal research on human rights, rule of law, criminal justice system and other fields of law within the mandate of the organization. 
Lawyer in “Protection of rights of Armenians (citizens of RA and NKR) victims of armed interference by Azerbaijan (in April 2016)” program, “Rule of Law” NGO, May-October 2016

Litigation of human rights issues to the European Court of Human Rights: research and identification of human right issues aftermath the April conflict, review of the cases, development of case files, preparation and conduct of interviews with claimants and witnesses, legal research on case law of the ECHR and other human rights bodies, legal research on other fields of international law- IHL and ICL, preparation of applications and other documents to the ECHR, representation of claimants in the ECHR.
Project Coordinator/Expert, “Promoting Integrity of Defense Sector in Armenia” Program, “Transparency International Anticorruption Center”, October 2015-April 2016
Coordination of the program, ensuring the effective preparation and delivery of all program events, meetings and production of necessary documentation, evaluation of program activities and reporting on program progress, etc. Conduct of research and analysis of issues related to implementation of electoral rights of Armenian armed forces personnel based on international standards and practices, development of report and recommendations, etc. Conduct of research on international practices of parliamentary oversight over the defense sector, development of report and recommendations, etc.
Project Coordinator/Expert, “Armenian Constitutional Awareness Initiative Project”, Apella Institute for Policy Analysis and Dialogue, September-November 2015
Coordination of the program, ensuring the effective preparation and delivery of all program events, meetings and round table-discussions on Armenian Constitutional changes, moderation of round table-discussions, etc. Conduct of research on amendments of constitutional provisions related to human rights and judicial system.  
Fellow, Open Society Foundation-Armenia, Policy Fellowship Initiative: Promoting Human Rights in Armenia, October 2014-March 2015

Development of Policy Paper for the implementation of the right to legal capacity of persons with mental and intellectual disabilities in Armenia through conduct of research on international standards, analysis of domestic legislation and judgments on deprivation of legal capacity in Armenia, analysis of the best practices of foreign states, and conduct of expert interview.
Legal Consultant, “Enhancing human rights in Armed Forces” Program, “Protection of Rights without Borders” NGO, November-December 2014

Provision of legal consultation related to the Program “Enhancing human rights in Armed Forces” on criminal law, criminal procedural law and principles of probation. Provision of consultation related to the Program “Human Rights Education in Armed Forces of RA” regarding the research planning, conducting research and finalization of results, and developing methodology for trainings.

Research Associate, “Human Rights and Drug Policy” Program, School of Law, University of Essex, December 2013-October 2014
Research and legal analysis of human rights issues under the international drug control and policy, research on mandates of UN Human Rights bodies and development of briefings on relevance of mandates of UN human rights bodies to drug-related issues.
Legal Adviser of Prison Monitoring Group of Armenia, April-October 2013

Review of reports of members of the Group, providing legal advice concerning issues of prisoners, preparation of claims and applications to domestic authorities, research on international prison rules and relevant legislation of Armenia, etc. 

Senior Legal Expert, Coordinator of Legal Department, “Protection of Rights without Borders” NGO, April 2010-November 2013
Conducting research on human rights standards, rule of law, criminal justice system, penal system and other fields of law within the mandate of the organization, providing legal advice to citizens, preparation of applications and documents to public organs and domestic courts and to the European Court of Human Rights, development of shadow reports to UN Human Rights Bodies, etc. 
Projects: 

· Legal Expert of “The Problems of the Disciplinary Liability in Armenian Armed Forces” Program, June-November 2013

Analysis of national law on disciplinary and criminal liability of members of Armenian Forces in light of international standards of fair trial, principle of double jeopardy, etc. Research on international standards and legislation of foreign countries, cases of international mechanisms in related to rights of members of Armed Forces 
· Legal Expert of “Promoting legal reforms in Armenia” Project, January-July 2013
Legal analysis of cases dealt by Court of Appeal and Court of Cassation, assessment of the quality of judicial acts, study of the application and implementation of international norms and standard in the judicial acts of those courts
· Coordinator of Trial Monitoring Project “The Quality and Efficiency of the Right to Defense in the Context of Public Defense”, June 2011-December 2012 
Review of case reports, substantive feedback to monitors on observation of trials and case reports; synthesis and summary of case reports, preparation of public reports and other external information, analysis and report, maintenance of statistical data, legal research on domestic and international standards of right of defense in Criminal cases 
· Coordinator, legal expert of “Penal Policy” Project, November 2011-August 2012

Examining judgments on criminal cases from all first instance courts of Armenia, comparative analyze of punishment in consideration of requirements of Criminal Code of RA. Review of Criminal Code of RA, assessing how the existing criminal legal framework is in compliance with international standards, assessing the existing gaps between current legal framework and international standards, conducting interviews and discussions with experts of criminal law and procedure on legislative and practical problems of the field, developing recommendations to ensure Armenia compliant with international norms and standards
· Lawyer of “Ready to Elect” project, May 2012

Providing free legal advice concerning Parliament elections in Armenia from 6 May of 2012, preparation of the applications and complaints to the domestic organs related to the violation of right to election
Legal expert of Project ''Mapping of organizations providing civil control over Armed Forces of Armenia and their resources'', February-May, 2012
· Research on means and mechanisms of control over Armed Forces, analysis of domestic legislation on Armed Forces, fulfillment of discussions and research of problems and needs of Armed Forces, research of activities of non-governmental organizations over Armed Forces of RA, preparation of final report
· Legal Expert of research program “Implementation of judgments of ECHR by Armenian Courts”, June-September 2011

Analysis of judicial acts of domestic courts on Criminal cases in the light of precedents of European Court of Human Rights 
· Legal Expert of Trial Monitoring Project (Administrative and Military Criminal Cases), April 2010-June 2011

Monitoring of Administrative and Military cases, preparation of case reports,  synthesis and summary of case reports, preparation of public reports and other external information, analysis and report, maintenance of statistical data, legal research on domestic and international standards, legal research on domestic and international fair trail standards in administrative cases and military crimes, etc.
Legal Expert in “No more impunity through successful precedents” program, “Civil Society Institute”, August 2010- June 2011
Strategic litigation of cases to the European Court of Human Rights: criminal cases on right to life issues, review of criminal cases, development of strategy, preparation of the applications to the ECHR.

Senior Associate, “LegeLata” LLC, September 2010-June 2011
Consulting the citizens, giving them legal advice concerning the terms, time-limits and admissibility criteria for applying to the European Court of Human Rights, preparation of applications
Lecturer, “MUD” Law-Institute of “International Law”, September-December 2009

Conducting lectures, seminars on Public International Law.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (Voluntary) 
Legal Intern, Mental Disability Advocacy Center NGO, Budapest, October-December 2014

Research on international human rights standards on rights of persons with mental and intellectual disabilities, including right to legal capacity, liberty and freedom from ill-treatment, access to justice, education, independence living, issue of the death penalty. Involvement in preparation of applications to international human rights bodies
Legal Expert, International Protection Center NGO, third party intervention to the ECHR Grand Chamber Case of Perincek v. Switzerland, September- October 2014

Research on legal, political and historic aspects of the issue of the Armenian genocide, the margin of appreciation of the domestic authorities of criminalization the denial of certain events as genocide and the existence of a pressing social need for restriction of freedom of expression by Switzerland

Legal adviser, Public Council to the Minister of Defense, September 2012-April 2013
Consulting citizens, giving them legal advice concerning compulsory military service, their civil and social rights, and others
MEMBERSHIP TO ORGANISATIONS
· Armenian Bar Association (since July 2012)
· International Association of Penal Law (since May 2014)
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATION PROGRAMS

International Criminal Law Defense Seminar, UNICRI and University of Turin in Cooperation with the Office of Public Counsel for the Defense of the ICC and the International Association of Lawyers, 27-30 April, Turin, Italy  

14th Specialization Course in International Criminal Law on Assessing the Effectiveness of International Criminal Law in the Prevention and Control of Transnational and International Crimes, International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences (ISISC), 18-28 May 2014, Syracuse, Italy
Study Tour to the UN Human Rights Bodies, the ICRC Headquarter and Human Rights NGOs in Geneva organized by the Human Rights Center of the University of Essex, 17-20 March 2014, Geneva, Switzerland
Human Rights and Drug Policy Course Program, International Center of Human Rights and Drug Policy, 8-9 February 2014, University of Essex, Colchester, United Kingdom
Open Society Scholarship Program Pre-Academic Summer Program, 29 July-23 August 2013, Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey
Training of Activists in International Human Rights Law, 9-16 February 2013, Center of International Protection NGO, Strasbourg, France
Training on Monitoring of Human Rights in Close Institutions, 3-5 October, 2011, Helsinki Committee of Armenia NGO, Yerevan, Armenia
Training on Implementation of Judgments of ECHR by Armenian National Courts, 19 September, 2011, Protection of Rights without Borders NGO, Yerevan, Armenia
LANGUAGES AND COMPUTER SKILLS
Armenian (mother tongue), English (fluent), Russian (fluent), Italian (basic skills)
Knowledge of MS Office package (Word, Excel, Access), Internet research skills
ACADEMIC AWARDS
· First Prize on Student Contest on “Alternatives to Imprisonment in Armenia: Community Service” jointly organized by the Prison Reform International NGO and the Civil Society Institute NGO, October 2014, Yerevan
· Diploma on participation in “Moot Court Competition on International Humanitarian Law after F.F. Marthens”, April 2010, Moscow

· First Prize in “Aghasi Yesayan Moot Court Competition on International Humanitarian Law”, March, 2010, Yerevan

· Second prize of “Phillip Jessup Moot Court Competition on International Law”, February, 2010, Yerevan

· First Prize of “Interactive Human Rights Moot Court Competition on European Law”, February, 2010, Yerevan

· Award for Competition Best Orator in “Interactive Human Rights Moot Court Competition on European Law” ,

· Award for Final Best Orator in “Interactive Human Rights Moot Court Competition on European Law”.

CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS
Roundtable discussion on Judicial System in Draft Constitution of Armenia, Apella Institute for Policy Analysis and Dialogue, Moderator, 6 October 2015, Yerevan, Armenia 
Roundtable discussion on Human Rights in Draft Constitution of Armenia, Apella Institute for Policy Analysis and Dialogue. Presentation: “Restrictions of Electoral Rights under the Constitution of Armenia”, 26 August 2015, Yerevan, Armenia
Regional Conference on Application of Non-custodial Sanctions in the South Caucasus, Penal Reform International South Caucus. Presentation: “Issues of community work in Armenia”, 17 July 2015, Tbilisi, Georgia
Discussion, Post Conflict Operations Study Center, Ministry of Defense of Italy. Presentation: “National Efforts to Tackle Corruption in the Judicial System in Afghanistan”, 17 March 2015, Turin, Italy
PUBLICATIONS
 “Issues of implementation of electoral rights of soldiers in RA”, Yerevan, May 2016
“Human Rights, Drug Control and the UN Special Procedures: Preventing torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment through the promotion of human rights in drug control”, co-authored with J. Hannah, May 2015
“Human Rights, Drug Control and the UN Special Procedures: Preventing arbitrary and extra-judicial executions through the promotion of human rights in drug control”, co-authored with J. Hannah, May 2015

“Right to Legal Capacity of Persons with Mental and Intellectual Disabilities in Armenia”, Yerevan, April 2015
“Alternatives to Imprisonment in Armenia: Issues related to Community Work”, Yerevan, October 2014
“Publicity of outgoing hearings: legislative and practical issues”, Legal research, Yerevan 2014
 “The Quality and Efficiency of the Right to Defense in the Context of Public Defense”, Report, co-authored with S. Sahakyan, A. Mejlumyan, H. Harutyunyan, Yerevan, 2013

 “Penal Policy of RA: Results of Study of Judgments from 2010”, Report, co-authored with S. Sahakyan, A. Mejlumyan, M.Shiroyan, Yerevan, 2012

“Results of Court Monitoring on Military Crimes”, Report, co-authored with S. Sahakyan and A. Mejlumyan, Yerevan, 2012

“Implementation of judgments of ECHR by Armenian Courts”, co-authored with S. Sahakyan, Yerevan, 2011

 “Right to Life in the Army: Positive Obligations of the State”, Yerevan, 2012

“Right to Conscientious Objection in Light of Developments of the Freedom of Religion and Thought”, Yerevan, 2011

“Alternative service for Conscientious Objectors in the Republic of Armenia”, 2011
“Crimes against Humanity under International Law”, Certificate on student conference on “Problems of Current Legislation of RA” devoted to 75th anniversary of Law Department of YSU, 2010
 “Accordance with International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence by the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government of Kosovo: Summary of Positions of States and Ruling of the ICJ”, co-authored with E. Kirakosyan and others, Yerevan, 2010 
